ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

The great Prime Minister of the early days of
Queen Victoria, Lord Melbourne, remarked that
he liked the Order of the Garter, because ** there
is no damned merit connected with it!"

There are people in the world who'are of a
very coarse-grained moral fibre, of a very animal
make-up, people who do not realize thai it was
not the absence of costume, but the pros once of
innocence, which made the happinevss of the
Garden of Eden. A disproportionate number of
these peope are inhabitants of the British Isles.
There are many fortunate results due to their
predominating animal characteristics, but there
are also disagreeable features of that same tem-
perament, that even the most friendly critic may
not overlook. The intense love of sport is
founded upon this virile temperament, which
must, of course, have its bad side. Fortunately
for them they have been the nation who have
undertaken, and, be it said, accomplished, some
of the greatest feats of conqueripg and governing
that the world has known, These adventures
over-seas, and their untiring devotion to sport at
home, have subdued and kept within bounds the
animal side of them, though it has and does still
crop out at times in evil practices.

A people of this type, somewhat indifferent to
intellectual interests of any kind, are almost